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Understanding the lingo
[bookmark: _GoBack]ACT
The ACT is a college entrance exam.  This test measures educational development in English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning.  An optional writing component has been added and some colleges require this portion of the test.  ACT scores range from 1-36.  The ACT is administered at a variety of test centers around the area on certain Saturdays.  A student must register for this test by going to www.actstudent.org and completing the registration material.  There is a cost to take the ACT and this information may be found on the website or in this packet.  ACT fee waivers are available to students who qualify.  All students in public schools in the state of Alabama will take the ACT during the spring semester of their junior year. This one-time test will be given at Brookwood High School during the school day and it is free of charge.

Accreditation
Recognition of a college or university by any of the regional or national accrediting bodies indicating that the institution as a whole has been judged to be meeting its objectives.

ACCUPLACER Placement Test
Accuplacer tests your knowledge in math, reading, and writing. Over 1500 institutions administer ACCUPLACER tests as part of the enrollment process. These tests help identify strengths and needs in each subject area. Academic advisers and counselors at your college or technical school use your ACCUPLACER test results along with information about your background, goals, and interests to help you take courses that match your skill level and give you the best opportunities for success. You are encouraged to visit a counselor after receiving your results. ACCUPLACER is also used in enrollment if ACT scores on English, Math, or Reading did not meet their requirement. 

Advanced Placement (AP)
Course that helps students develop the content mastery and critical thinking skills expected of college students.  AP courses will help improve writing skills, sharpen problem-solving abilities, and develop time management skills.  Students have the opportunity to earn college credit and to stand out in the college admission process.  There is an AP test associated with this course in addition to a final exam.  The AP test has a cost associated with it and it is given in May.  The AP tests are scored using a scale of 1-5 and each college determines the score that equals college credit.  This course has a weighted GPA credit of 1 point on the high school transcript.  

AID Package
A combination of aid (scholarships, grant, loan, work-study) determined by a college financial aid office.



Base Year
Tax year prior to academic award year for which financial aid is requested. The base year runs from January 1 to December 31 of the prior year. 

Candidate Reply Date/National Reply Date
A policy of the National Association for College Admission Counseling that permits the students to wait until May 1 to choose, without penalty, among offers of admission and financial aid.

Class Rank and Credits
Class rank is where you rank numerically in your student class.  Credits refer to the number of courses passed in high school.

College Calendar
Common systems of instruction time:
Traditional Semester – two approximately equal semesters
Early Semester – two semesters, the first ending before Christmas
Quarter – three equal terms of about 12 weeks each
Trimester – calendar year divided into three equal semesters. The third semester replaces summer school

College Work Study or Federal Work Study
Self-help aid in the form of a part time job at the college you are attending. 

Common Application
Many colleges work together and utilize the Common Application. Using this form to apply to several schools has many advantages for students and counselors because you only have ONE form to complete.  Copies of your application can then be sent to any participating college.  This is also true for the “School Report” and “Teacher Evaluation” portion of the application.  Common Applications will be available online in July or August at www.commonapp.org

Credit Hour
A unit of academic credit that often represents one hour of class time per week for a period of study (semester, quarter, etc.)

Deferred Admission
The practice of colleges allowing accepted students to postpone enrollment for one year.

Early Action
An application process, which permits students to apply to an institution of preference and receive a decision during their senior year, well in advance of the normal response dates in the spring.  The candidate is not committed to enroll at that particular institution.  Students planning early action decision are usually required to take SAT II Subject Tests in the spring of the junior year.
Early Admission
Admitting students into college courses and programs before they have completed the standard high school program.

Early Decision Plan
This is an admission plan used by some colleges.  A student who has excellent grades, test scores, recommendations and activities may apply on an early basis.  By fulfilling the admission requirements, the qualified student may receive some action on his or her application from the college by as early as November 1st of their senior year.  Under this plan, one would have to take admission tests and possibly the SAT II Subject tests during the Junior Year.  Only a student who can make a deliberate and well-reasoned first choice decision should apply under and Early Decision Plan because the institution will require a non-refundable deposit before May 1.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The application required for students to be considered for student financial aid.  It is important to complete the FAFSA even if you do not think you will qualify for federal financial aid because colleges typically will not award their own need-based aid without a FAFSA report.  The FAFSA form is processed free of charge and it is used by most state agencies and colleges.  The FAFSA form may be completed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov starting in October of your senior year.

Grade Point Average
This is an indicator of the student’s overall scholastic performance.  The GPA is computed by multiplying the number of grade points earned in each course (generally A=4, B=3, C=2, D+1, F=0) times the number of course credit hours, then dividing the sum by the total number of course credit hours carried.

Grants
Aid based on financial need that does not have to be repaid.  Grants are available through the federal government, state agencies, and educational institutions.

High School Code
A code assigned to each high school for identification during the college search process.  Brookwood High School’s code is 010-530.  This code is needed for ACT and SAT registration, as well as some applications.

Honors Program
An honors program is any program that offers the opportunity for students to enrich their educational experience through independent, advanced, or accelerated study.  Additional benefits are special housing and early registration or mentoring.


Major
The subject of study in which a student chooses to specialize.  This includes a series of related courses that are primarily taken during the junior and senior years of college.

Merit Scholarships
Scholarships based on factors such as academic performance, special talents, leadership ability and /or volunteer activities.  Scholarships do not have to be repaid.

Need-Based Financial Aid
Need is determined by examining the total cost of attending a specific college, minus the family’s expected contribution.  The FAFSA is used to determine the expected contribution.

Official Transcript
A transcript that has been signed by a school official and is stamped with the school’s official seal.  The transcript is placed in a sealed envelope.  For the transcript to remain official the envelope must not be opened by someone other than the intended recipient.

Open Admissions/Enrollment
The policy of some colleges of admitting virtually all high school graduates regardless of academic qualifications such as high school grades and admission test scores.

Regular Decision
An application process where a student submits an application to an institution by a specified date and receives a decision within a reasonable and clearly state period of time, but no later than April 15.

Rolling Admission
The admission policy of schools that accept students on a continual basis, as applications are received.

SAT I (General SAT Test)
The SAT I is a college entrance exam.  This test measures verbal, mathematical, and writing abilities.  The SAT Subject Tests are sometimes required in addition to the SAT score.  SAT I scores range from 400-1600.  The SAT I is administered at a variety of test centers around the area on certain Saturdays.  A student must register for this test by going to www.collegeboard.com  and completing the registration material.  There is a cost to take the SAT I and this information may be found on the website or in this packet.  SAT I fee waivers are available to students who qualify.



SAT Subject Tests
The SAT Subject Test is a college entrance exam.  This test assessed knowledge of specific subjects from high school.  There are 20 SAT Subject Tests in five general subject areas: English, history, languages, mathematics, and science.  The student chooses the subjects that best showcase their strengths and interests.  SAT Subject Test scores range from 200-800.  The SAT Subject Test is administered at a variety of test centers around the area on certain Saturdays.  A student must register for this test by going to www.collegeboard.org  and completing the registration material.  There is a cost to take the SAT Subject Tests and this information may be found on the website or in this packet.  SAT Subject Test fee waivers are available to students who qualify.

Scholarships
Financial awards to students based on merit or merit plus need that do not need to be repaid.

Student Aid Report (SAR)
SAR is the information you will receive approximately 2 weeks after your FAFSA has been processed.  It will report the information from your application and, if there are not questions or problems with your application, your SAR will report your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) to colleges of your choice.

Transcript
A transcript is a report of your grades from your freshman to senior year.  Transcripts may be requested by filling out a transcript request form.  These forms are located in the Counseling Office.  Following graduation, one final transcript is sent free of charge to the college that you choose.

Unofficial Transcript
A transcript that is not signed by a school official or stamped with the school’s seal.  

Wait List
A college’s list of applicants who narrowly missed being admitted and who may be offered admission, depending on the actual number of students who accept its offers of admission by May 1.




Graduation plans
for Students entering 9th grade in the 2014-2015 and beyond school year
Alabama High School Diploma					
	DEPARTMENT
	# OF CREDITS
	CLASSES

	ENGLISH
	4
	English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12

	MATH
	4
	Algebra 1 or Algebra 1A & Algebra 1B, Geometry, Algebraic Connections, Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 with Finance

	SCIENCE
	4
	Biology, Physical Science, and 2 more sciences from this list: Environmental, Forensics, Zoology, Marine, Chemistry, Anatomy, Physics

	SOCIAL STUDIES
	4
	World History, US History 1, US History 2, Government/Economics

	HEALTH
	0.5
	Health or Foundations of Health

	LIFE
	1
	LIFE PE, JROTC, or Symphonic Band

	CAREER PREP
	1
	Career Prep

	CAREER TECH
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ARTS EDUCATION
	3
	Any Career Tech, Foreign Language, or Arts Education class, students are encouraged to complete 2 course in sequence in one of these areas

	ELECTIVES
	Remaining Credits
	See catalog

	TOTAL
	24



Alabama High School Diploma with Academic Distinction
	DEPARTMENT
	# OF CREDITS
	CLASSES

	ENGLISH
	4
	Adv. English 9, Adv. English 10, Adv. English 11 or AP Language and Comp., Adv. English 12 or AP Literature and Comp.

	MATH
	4
	Algebra 1, Adv. Geometry, Algebra 2 with Trig, Pre-Calculus, or AP Calculus

	SCIENCE
	4
	Adv. Biology, Adv. Chemistry, and 2 more sciences from this list: AP Environmental, Anatomy, Physics, AP Biology

	SOCIAL STUDIES
	4
	Adv. World History, Adv. US History 1, Adv. US History 2, Adv. Government/Adv. Economics or AP US Government and Politics

	HEALTH
	0.5
	Health or Foundations of Health

	LIFE
	1
	LIFE PE, JROTC, or Symphonic Band

	CAREER PREP
	1
	Career Prep

	CAREER TECH
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ARTS EDUCATION
	3
	Any Career Tech, Foreign Language, or Arts Education class, students are encouraged to complete 2 course in sequence in one of these areas. Students must take at least 1 foreign language

	ELECTIVES
	Remaining Credits
	See catalog

	TOTAL
	24


COLLEGE CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL
AP – Advanced Placement
AP is a national program of credit through examination that offers students the opportunity to obtain college credit.  AP courses have increased rigor and demand.  Each AP course has an AP test that must be taken in May of each year.  These tests are administered at Brookwood High School. During the 2019-2020 school year, the cost for a student who did not receive free/reduced lunch was $94 per test and the cost for a student who did receive free/reduced lunch was $53 per test.  This amount is subject to change from year to year.  Taking an AP course can give a student both high school and college credit for the course.  However, college credit is not guaranteed by taking the AP course and is based on certain AP test scores and varies for each college. Most universities take scores 3 and higher out of a 5 point scale range.  Weighted credit is given for taking an AP course and exam in high school.  The following AP courses are available on campus at Brookwood High School:

· AP Language and Composition (11th Grade)
· AP Literature and Composition (12th Grade)
· AP Government and Politics
· AP Environmental Science
· AP Biology
Early College
Early College is a program for which students receive only college credit for courses taken at a college.  Students must have an overall 3.0 GPA in order to participate in this opportunity.  Approval from the building principal is needed prior to enrolling in Early College.
Dual Enrollment
Dual Enrollment is a program for which students receive both a high school credit and a college credit for courses taken at a college.  The college credit may be transferred to another institution.  Check individual colleges for their policies on accepting dual enrollment transfer credits.  Courses taken can be academic or technical courses.  The TCSS policy on dual enrollment states that students must be in 10th, 11th, or 12th grade and have an overall GPA of 3.0 for academic courses or a 2.5 for career tech courses.  Courses approved for dual enrollment must either be those that are not offered on the high school campus or those that are appropriate substitutions for courses offered on the high school campus.  Prior approval is required for dual enrollment to be considered.  A list of approved courses and an application form is included in this packet and also available in the high school’s counseling office.  High school credit will be recorded on a student’s transcript when the high school receives grades verifying that the student has earned three hours in the approved college course.  Weighted credit is not awarded for dual enrollment courses. 
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UA Early College Dual Enrollment Steps
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REQUESTING A TRANSCRIPT
Official transcripts are often required to complete admissions, compete for scholarships, join the military, or to obtain a job.
Remember the following when requesting a transcript:
1. All transcript requests are completed through Parchment. Students should create a Parchment account and will use this account to request and track their transcripts throughout the school year.
2. All transcript requests made through Parchment will be processed within 48 hours.
3. ACT/SAT scores are included on the transcript, but many colleges, scholarship organizations, NCAA Eligibility Center, etc. will require the scores be sent directly from the testing company (ACT/SAT).
4. There is no charge for a Brookwood High School student to request a transcript and we will send as many transcripts as requested while enrolled at BHS.
5.  Brookwood High School will send 1 final transcript, free of charge, for all seniors after graduation through Parchment to the college, military, or job of their choice.
6.  Any transcript requested after this for graduates or alumni can be processed by going to the TCSS website and clicking on the Alumni/Transcript Request Verification on the homepage. There is a fee for this service and it may take a week or more to complete the request.
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REQUESTING RECOMMENDATION LETTERS
A recommendation letter may be required for scholarships, college admission, or acquiring a job.  Consider carefully the people you ask to write a recommendation letter.
1. Remember, a good letter of recommendation could make the difference between you being accepted at the college of your choice or getting the job.
2. Give your request to the person at least one to two weeks prior to any deadlines.
3. You may want to give the recommender a copy of your resume.
4. Provide instructions for what should be done with the completed recommendation letter.
5. Remember to give a personal “thank you” to each person who completes a recommendation letter for you.























JUNIOR/SENIOR TIMELINE
April
· Select senior classes for the next school year
· Take the ACT at school

May
· Create a preliminary list of colleges that interest you and visit their website for information
· Begin searching for scholarships
· Investigate activities, community service opportunities, volunteer work programs and/or employment for the summer

June
· Take the ACT if registered
· Continue searching for scholarships
· Get involved in community service opportunities, volunteer work programs, and/or summer employment

July 
· Pick up schedule for senior year
· Continue searching for scholarships
· Begin to organize plans for college or career after high school

August
· Evaluate high school transcript
· Make plans to visit colleges of interest
· Register for September ACT
· Begin applying for scholarships
· Go over Senior Portfolios

September
· Take the ACT if registered
· Continue applying for scholarships
· Start working on college applications
· Create a resume that highlights work history, club involvement, volunteer work, and personal achievements
· Plan college visits

October
· Take the ACT if registered
· Visit colleges
· Continue working on college applications
· Continue applying for scholarships

November
· Register for the December ACT test
· Take part in College Application Week by applying to college
· Visit colleges
· Continue to apply for scholarships
· Attend financial aid workshop at BHS
· Participate in Beyond Brookwood Week activities

December
· Take the ACT if registered
· Complete college applications
· Complete college scholarship applications

January
· Register for the February ACT test, if needed
· Complete the FAFSA
· Plan spring college visits
· Continue to apply for scholarships
· Continue to work on college applications
· Turn in college acceptance or scholarship award letters to counselor

February
· Take the ACT if registered
· Take the ACT WorkKeys Test
· Complete the FAFSA, if haven’t already completed
· Visit colleges
· Continue to apply for scholarships
· Continue to work on college applications
· Turn in college acceptance or scholarship award letters to counselor

March 
· Register for the April ACT test, if needed
· Complete the FAFSA, if haven’t already completed
· Visit colleges
· Continue to apply for scholarships
· Continue to work on college applications
· Pay for AP tests
· Turn in college acceptance or scholarship award letters to counselor

April
· Take the ACT if registered
· Complete the FAFSA, if haven’t already completed
· Visit colleges
· Continue to apply for scholarships
· Continue to work on college applications
· Turn in college acceptance or scholarship award letters to counselor
· Pay for AP tests
· Turn in college acceptance or scholarship award letters to counselor

May
· Graduate from high school
· Send your final transcript to your college

COLLEGE APPLICATION CHECKLIST
1. _________	Make a list of 3-6 colleges which you are most interested in.
2. _________	Check your high school grades and courses to see if they meet the requirements for admission to the colleges that interest you.  Make an appointment with your counselor if you need assistance.
3. _________	Check the websites of the colleges on your list to see which entrance exams (ACT or SAT) are required for admission.
4. _________	Register to take the ACT and/or SAT.  You can register online at www.actstudent.org (ACT)or www.collegeboard.org (SAT).  Practice questions are also available on these websites.
5. _________	Visit the websites of the colleges on your list for online applications, scholarship, and financial aid information.  Most colleges prefer online applications.
6. _________	Begin filling out your applications the summer before your senior year.  Some applications require a great deal of time and thought.  Make a copy of the application and use that copy as a worksheet.  Then complete your application online.  Submit forms and requests to teachers and counselors at least 1-2 weeks before the deadline.  Be sure to complete the student part of the forms.
7. _________	Request a transcript: Complete a Transcript Request Form and submit it to the counselor.  Forms can be picked up in the front office or the counseling office.  Forms will be processed within 48 hours.  To remain official, the envelope containing the transcript must remain SEALED.
8. _________	If you will need financial assistance in order to attend college, complete a FAFSA beginning in October of your senior year, complete scholarship applications, contact the Financial Aid Office at the college you are applying, or talk with your counselor at school.  
9. _________	Some colleges require a medical examination or a completed Blue Card as part of their application process.  Your family physician can give you the physical examination and complete the required forms.  You can pick up your Blue Card from Brookwood High School.
10. ________	If possible, visit the colleges you are considering.  Contact the college’s Admissions Office to schedule a visit.  College visits are counted as excused absences at Brookwood High School as long as the student turns in documentation from the campus visit.
11. ________	When you receive your acceptance letter from a college, you are under no obligation to attend that college unless you applied under an Early Decision plan.  Most colleges will ask for a confirmation concerning your intention to attend their school, along with a room deposit (if you plan to live in a dorm).  Once you have chosen your college, return your confirmation form and room deposit in order to reserve your space.

INVESTIGATING COLLEGES
The following set of questions was designed to help you evaluate your college options.  It is important for you to visit different colleges to find the one that is right for you.  Use these questions as a guide when determining what college to attend.
The Academic Environment
1. What areas of study are emphasized and how do they fit your field of interest and ability?  Is the college strong in science, fine arts, the humanities, or your specific areas of interest?  How many students are in your areas of interest, and how does this number compare with other fields?
2. What courses are included in a typical freshman program?  What is the teacher to student ration?  What is the average class size?  Are courses taught by professors or graduate students?
3. How many students do not return after their freshman year?
4. How intense is the academic atmosphere (average hours spent studying, average GPA, average ACT/SAT)?
5. What are the library hours?  How many libraries are on campus?  Where do most students study?
6. Are members of the faculty and administration easily accessible to students?
7. Do many students study abroad?  What percent go on to graduate school?
8. Would high school credits in some advanced courses qualify for Advanced Placement (AP)?  What scores are needed for credit?  Do they vary by department?
Housing
9. Is living on campus required for freshmen students?  What percentage of students live in dorms?  Co-ed dorms?  Co-ed floors?  Which dorms are popular with freshmen?
10.  Is housing guaranteed for all freshmen?
11. How are roommates assigned?  How many are assigned to a room?
12. What percentage of students go home on the weekends?
13. What kind of security is available at the dorms?  What is the crime rate in the surrounding area around the dorms?  Do the students feel safe in the dorms?
The Students
14. What were some initial reactions of freshmen when they first came to campus?  What do juniors say are the strengths and problems of the college?
15. What special interest groups/clubs, organizations, publications, teams, etc. are active on campus?
16. What is the ethnic, religious, racial makeup of the student body?  Where is the location of the place of worship of your choice?
17. What social and academic benefits would you receive from membership in a fraternity or sorority or living in a cooperative house or living/learning community?  What percent of students belong to one of these organizations?
18. What percent of students are from other states?  Other countries?
19. How is the advising system organized and who are the advisors?
The Campus
20. Is the college a part of the surrounding community or set apart from it as a self-contained unit?  Is this a rural area?  How far to the nearest town and how do students get there?
21. What method of transportation would you use to get around campus?  Walking?  Car?  Bus?  Bike?  What regulations govern freshmen use of these?
Other Individual Questions
Sports, Activities, Cafeterias, Work Programs, Summer Programs, etc.
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QUESTIONS TO ASK ON CAMPUS TOURS
1. What is the largest class you have here?
2. Who teaches your classes? (Graduate Assistants or Professors)
3. Is there a required core curriculum?  How restrictive is it?
4. How adequate is the library?  Are you able to get the books you need when you want them?
5. When do you have to declare your major?  What are the most popular majors?
6. Tell me about housing.  Are some dorms much better than others?  Do many students live off campus?
7. How competitive is the student body?  Do students seem to work primarily for grades?  What is the attitude toward working hard?
8. How available are your professors?
9. Can you tell me anything about (your particular interest, ex. Engineering) department?
10. What is the biggest issue on campus right now? 
11. Are students politically active?
12. What percent of students study abroad?
13. What impact do fraternities and sororities have here?  Athletics?
14. What happens here on the weekends?  Do many students leave campus?
15. How active is the student government?
16. Are the arts supported here?  Which areas are strong?
17. What do you think is the greatest shortcoming of this college?
18. What do you like best about your experience and education here?
19. Is this a diverse community?  Where do students come from?
20. If you could attend another college now, where would you go?  Why?
21. Why did you choose this school?  What other schools did you apply to?
Other suggestions:
· Pick up a copy of the school newspaper
· Find a professor and get his/her perspective
· Meet with a coach if you are interested in a sport
· Meet the head of an activity/interest that you want to pursue in college



CONTACTING COLLEGES
LOOK AT COLLEGE WEBSITES!!!!
· Obtain general information
· Schedule a campus visit
· Investigate sources of financial aid
· Access online application forms
· Many colleges encourage telephone and e-mail inquiries and request.  Be sure to establish a permanent, AND PROFESSIONAL, e-mail address to use during the college process.  You want your first impression to be a good one.
· It is ok to be undecided about a major.  Most colleges provide services to help students select a major during the freshman and/or sophomore year.

Campus Visit Checklist
A campus visit is highly recommended.  Before you visit the campus, consider some of the options below.  It is also important to develop a list of questions and plan specific activities in order to accomplish your goals.
· Meet with an admission officer.
· Verify admission requirements.
· Discuss your chances for success in certain programs.
· Find out how to apply.
· Obtain a school calendar and a catalog.
· Determine college costs.
· Ask about financial aid opportunities, as well as deadlines, forms required, etc. 
· Meet with faculty in the department of your intended major.
· Ask questions about academic requirements/offerings.
· Attend a class to get an idea of typical size, teaching style, and academic atmosphere.
· Ask about the placement record for graduates in the field you might study.
· Identify career-planning services for undergraduates.
· Tour the campus, dorms, dining halls, library, etc.
· Talk to students about the general academic environment and the amount and kind of study necessary for success.
· Find out what student activities (clubs, organization, intramurals, etc.) are available.
· Investigate transportation options.



THE COLLEGE APPLICATION
When you apply to a college, you will submit several things: an application, a high school transcript, ACT or SAT score reports, letters of recommendation and one or more personal statements or essays.  An important thing to note: applying for financial aid is a separate process that requires you to complete a separate set of forms.
Application
You can fill out a paper application or apply online (colleges prefer online applications).  Most schools require you to list basic information about you and your family, as well as your GPA, standardized test scores, and any extracurricular activities or awards you earned in high school.  Over 300 colleges and universities now accept the Common Application, a single form that you can fill out and submit to multiple schools.  The Common Application is meant to simplify the admissions process for you; using this application means you do not have to complete individual application forms for each school you apply to.  There is no penalty for using it: colleges are required to give equal consideration to students who use the Common Application and those who use the school’s own application.  If you do use the Common App, understand that schools may have supplementary forms that will need to be completed (including additional essays).
Transcript
Some colleges require that your high school send your transcript directly, others allow you to send it.  If you take it to the college make sure your high school will give you a sealed envelope.  Do not break the seal on the envelope or your transcripts will not be accepted!
ACT or SAT Score Report
When you take the ACT or SAT, you can request that a score report be sent to your prospective colleges.  Make sure you leave plenty of time for your scores to be processed and sent.  If you did not request that the score be sent to a particular school initially, you can go back into your ACT or SAT account, pay a fee, and have the scores sent to the college of your choice.
Letters of Recommendation
Colleges sometimes require letters of recommendation from high school teachers or guidance counselors.  When requesting a letter of recommendation, pick someone who knows you well and can speak to your strengths.  Approach your potential letter-writers several weeks prior to the actual due date.  Teachers and guidance counselors are usually swamped with term papers and other college application requests toward the end of the fall semester.
Personal Statement or Essay
This is by far the most time-consuming and difficult part of any application.  The personal statement or essay is usually about 300 to 500 words in length, occasionally longer, depending on the college.  The prompt or question will be provided in the application.  Be sure to write in your own voice about a topic unique to you.  We recommend writing several drafts before typing in the actual document.  Proofread carefully, and ask a teacher to edit your work.
THE COLLEGE ESSAY
Most selective colleges require you to submit an essay or personal statement.  It may sound like a chore and it will certainly take a substantial amount of work.  But it’s also a unique opportunity that can make a difference at decision time.  Admissions committees put the most weight on your high school grades and your test scores.  However, selective colleges receive applications from many worthy students with similar scores and grades – too many to admit.  So they use your essay (along with your letters of recommendation and extracurricular activities) to find out what sets you apart from the other talented candidates.
Telling Your Story
So what does set you apart?  You have a unique background, interests and personality.  This is your chance to tell your story (or at least part of it).  The best way to tell your story is to write a personal, thoughtful essay about something that has meaning for you.  Be honest and genuine, and your unique qualities will shine through.  Admissions officers have to read an unbelievable number of essays, most of which are monotonous and forgettable.  Many students try to sound smart rather than sounding like themselves.  Others write about a subject that they don’t care about, but that they think will impress admissions officers.  Colleges are simply looking for thoughtful, motivated students who will add something to the freshman class.
The Mechanics of a College Essay
Write about something that’s important to you.  It could be an experience, a person, a book – anything that has had an impact on your life.  Don’t just recount – reflect!  Anyone can write about how they won the big game or the time they spent in Rome.  When recalling these events, you need to give more than the play-by-play or itinerary.  Describe what you learned from the experience and how it changed you.
Being funny is tough.  A student who can make an admissions officer laugh never gets lost in the shuffle.  But beware.  What you think is funny and what an adult working in a college thinks is funny are probably different.  We caution against one-liners, limericks, and anything off-color.  Start early and write several drafts.  Set it aside for a few days and read it again.  Put yourself in the shoes of admissions officer: Is the essay interesting?  Do the ideas flow logically?  Does it reveal something about the applicant?  Is it written in the applicants’ own voice?
What you write in your application essay or personal statement should not contradict any other part of your application – nor should it repeat it.  This isn’t the place to list your awards or discuss your grades or test scores.  Answer the question being asked.  Don’t reuse an answer to a similar question from another application.  Have at least one other person edit our essay – a teacher or college counselor is best.  And before you send it off, check, check again, and then triple check to make sure your essay is free of spelling and grammar errors.


COLLEGE INTERVIEWS
The emphasis on college interviews has decreased during the past few years so you will need to ask about the interviewing policy of each school.  The policy will most likely be one of the following:
· No interviews – group information sessions only
· Alumni interviews only – held in your area
· Interviews are optional and informational only
· Interviews are encouraged and do become a part of the student’s application folder
If the college does offer an on-campus interview and you are able to visit, please take advantage of the opportunity.  It could potentially be very helpful to you.
· The interview is primarily for you to learn about the college and what life would be like for you as a student on campus.  Use it as a tool to assist you with your college selection.  The interview can have a positive effect on your admission.
· Your interview will usually be with an admissions staff member, but it may be with a student alumni, or a professional interviewer.  Keep this person’s perspective in mind.  Do not write off a college just because you think you had a bad interview.  Interviewers have bad days, as well.
· The interviewer is eager to get to know you and is almost always on your side.  An experienced person is well aware that you may be inexperienced at interviewing.  The interviewer will want you to answer questions but will be more interested if you have done your homework about the school.
· Know yourself!  An important part of preparation is your own self-assessment.  In what kind of environment do you work best?  Would you take advantage of talking to professors or would you rather learn by lecture?  Know your rank, GPA, test scores, and your areas of interest.  If you are undecided about your major or career, feel free to say so.  Seventy percent of college students change their intended majors.  Think of some areas you would like to explore.
· Do not go unprepared!  Do your homework about the school.  Make sure you know how to answer questions like, “What would you like to know about our school?” and, “What areas are you interested in?”  Questions and concern about the college show maturity in your thinking.
· Some interviewers may ask questions about your interests, extra-curricular activities/job, books you’ve read, meaningful experiences, why you are interested in this particular college, life at your high school, etc.
· Be honest! Everyone has strengths and areas for improvement.
· If your parent or friend accompanies you to the college, plan to have your interview alone.  Most admissions officers prefer to talk with your parents after talking with you rather than during the interview.
· Dress neatly and comfortably.  Do your research about the appropriate dress for the interview prior to your arrival.
· After your interview be sure to write a thank you note.
POTENTIAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FROM COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OFFICERS
These are samples of kinds of questions you might be asked by an interviewer.
1. How do you like your high school?  What has been the most positive experience you have had?  The most negative? 
2. If I visited your high school for a few days, what would I find is your role in the school community?  What would your teachers say were your greatest strengths as a person, as a student?  What about your shortcomings or weaknesses?
3. What is the most significant contribution you made to your high school?
4. What is your overriding consideration in your choice of a college?
5. What are your goals for the future, personal and career?
6. Tell me about a particular class where you found yourself stimulated intellectually.
7. What is your reason for participating in athletics/student government/yearbook, etc.?
8. Since you are interested in science and math, why are you interested in a liberal arts college rather than a more technical institution?
9. How and in what ways do you expect, plan, and hope to transfer your secondary contributions, achievements, and activities to the college level?
10. What has been your favorite subject in high school?
11. What might you study in college?
12. What books or article made a lasting impression on your way of thinking?  Have you read deeply into any one author or field?
13. What events, if any, would you deem critical in your life thus far?
14. What pressures do you feel to conform in society?  Describe ways in which you “blaze your own path”.
15. How have you spent your summers?
16. What are your reactions to current events, global warming, economy, education, war?
17. Describe some issues that you have really become indignant over the past year.
18. How would you describe yourself as a person?
19. Have you ever thought of not going to college?  What would you do?
20. How do you spend your free time?
21. Do you have any questions?

SAMPLE QUESTIONS TO ASK THE INTERVIEWER
22. Are there any tutoring services available?
23. How much are books and other materials going to cost?
24. What is the school’s method of matching roommates?
25. What is the average increase in tuition and other costs and when are tuition increases next expected?
26. What kind of health facilities and services does the college offer?
27. How easy is it to switch majors?
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT COLLEGE
1. Is it better to get good grades or take challenging courses?  Even modest success in advanced or accelerated courses indicates to a college that you can handle challenging courses, like those you will find in college.  A challenging college prep program or some advanced placement courses will help you get into more selective colleges. 
2. Are standardized test scores (ACT, PSAT, SAT) more important than your high school grades?  Your performance in high school is a better predictor of college success than the standardized tests that you take.  That does not mean that most colleges won’t look at your ACT and SAT scores.  Some state institutions that have far more applications than they can assess fairly may use scores to determine if you are eligible.  Remember, many scholarships are based on your GPA and ACT or SAT score.
3. Do I need to decide on my career before I chose my college?  College is a time in which to explore.  Except in a few specific cases, you can choose a major in your sophomore year and still complete the degree in four years.  A surprising number of students discover the field for them while taking a course they didn’t expect to like.  
4. Can I get into a selective college if I did poorly in ninth and tenth grade?  Colleges look for improvement in performance as a sign that you can and will do the work.  In fact, a vast improvement as a junior and senior indicates to a college that you have settled down.  However, do not expect to catch up for three poor years in one good semester as a senior.
5. If I haven’t heard of a college or university, it can’t be very good, right?  You may not hear of many of the nation’s finest colleges until you are well into your adult life.  Athletics on television is how most colleges get to be know, but many colleges do not get that kind of exposure.  Some of the nation’s finest colleges don’t play big-time athletics.  Judge a college on its own merits.  Do not let name recognition determine a good or bad college.
6. Will a lot of out-of-class activities compensate for poor grades?  Colleges consider out-of-class activities such as athletics, student government, and music when they review applications.  But colleges look at your academic performances first.  A lot of out-of-class activities only help if the college already believes you can do the work.
7. Colleges need students, so it’s easy to be admitted.  Selective private colleges and most state-supported colleges and universities get more qualified applicants than they can possibly accept.  While some colleges are having difficulty attracting students, many of these have chosen to get smaller rather than admit unqualified students.  Some colleges have lowered their standards, but this also can be a problem for you.  The admissions standards might have been lowered, but what a college and its faculty expect of students might not have changed.
8. Should I go to the most prestigious college to which I am admitted?  You should go to the college that fits you best.  Fit has to do with how your feel when you are on campus that matches with how you learn and how the professors teach and the academic pressure you can handle.  If the college and you are not a good match, you will be unhappy regardless of the prestige.
9. Are big colleges best if you haven’t decided on a major field?  Many students think that because there are more courses to choose from, a large college offers greater options for undecided students.  However, choices alone should not be the deciding factor.  If you are undecided, the best college is one that has core requirements that ensure that you will explore new areas and fields.  Also, look for colleges with the strongest academic advising and career counseling programs regardless of their size.
10. Is the quality of the academic program in which I am interested the most important characteristic of a college?  About two out of five students change their major fields of interest before the actually enroll in college, and about one out of two students change their major field once enrolled.  Look for a college that has your current field of interest but it is also strong in all of its areas.
11. When is the best time to visit colleges?  If possible, visit before you apply and again after you have been admitted.  If you can only visit once, make it before you apply.
12. Is college for only four years?  Only about one of five students completes college in four years.  In fact, only two of five students complete college in six years.  
13. Do I only have to take the minimum college prep courses to get into college?  Technically, this is true but in reality it is not.  The more math, science, and languages you take, the better your chances are that you be successful in a four-year college.
14. Are colleges only concerned with my intellectual and academic development?  Many colleges and smaller universities pride themselves on developing “whole people”.  Some of this personal development comes from requiring a broad-based general education that contributes to your understanding of the world and our society.  
15. If I get financial aid will I have large loans to repay when I graduate?  To make sure that you don’t have too much debt at graduation, most colleges allow you to borrow only a reasonable amount.  Depending on the loan, you will usually have 10 years to repay and you don’t start the repayment until after you graduate.
16. Can I trust the college about financial aid?  The job of a college’s financial aid department is to make it possible for all admitted students to attend their college while staying within federal guidelines.
17. Do liberal arts colleges have good science programs?  The term “liberal arts” is a shortened version of the full title: Liberal Arts and Sciences.  Most liberal arts colleges have been emphasizing science for all students for a century or more.  Proportionally, far more physicians and PhDs have earned their undergraduate degrees from small liberal arts colleges than from large universities.
18. Are residence halls simply a place to sleep?  At residential colleges, the staff takes advantage of the 24-hour learning experience.  Many small colleges have regular activities in the residence halls ranging from those focusing on personal growth and wellness to film festivals and Super Bowl parties.  A residential college offers a unique time in your life to blend your academic, social, personal, and recreational life.
19. Do larger universities have greater diversity?  This is true if “diversity” simply means having greater numbers of African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, Native Americans, and international students.  Unfortunately, the size and nature of a large university often means that there is little interaction among those of various ethnic and racial backgrounds.  At large universities, groups of students can often choose to live and learn together and separately from other students.  At small schools, however, the student population is small enough that you will get to know well, or in passing, virtually all students.  If the value of diversity is to learn to understand and appreciate other cultures and groups, then small colleges often offer greater diversity.
20. Will my college experience be like everyone else’s?  This can be true at larger universities where the number of students makes personalizing the experience difficult.  It is generally not true at smaller colleges and universities.  At these institutions, students are encouraged to study overseas, do an internship, pursue independent studies, conduct research, major in two fields, and cluster courses on a single topic.  In fact, at most smaller institutions you can even design your own major.
21. Only the best students receive financial aid from colleges.  If you are admitted and have financial need, colleges generally want to make it possible for you to attend.  The greatest proportion of financial assistance at private colleges tends to go to students in the middle of the class.  High-ability students with special talents may receive “merit-based scholarships”.
22. Do state supported institutions offer more financial aid than private colleges?  State supported colleges and universities offer very little of their own resources for financial assistance.  As the name suggests, state supported institutions are subsidized by their respective states and that allows them to charge less.  However, state institutions are also more likely to offer only loans to students who do not have a high need.
23. Does the federal government provide most of the financial aid?  Government funds comprise only a very small portion of the financial aid available.  In fact, the government continually reduces the amount of grant money available.  Private colleges, especially, supply the largest portion of financial aid.











PAYING FOR COLLEGE
With the right planning, a college education is within reach for every student.  Below are answers to common questions about paying for college.
How much does college actually cost?
The cost of a college education varies, depending on the college you select and whether you live at home, in an apartment, or on campus.  In Alabama, the average price for a college degree (tuition and fees, room and board, books, transportation, and other expenses) ranges from a low of $6,000 (one year at a public community college) to a high of $32,000 (one year at a private college or university).  Some colleges cost much less than the average; others will be higher.
How will you pay for college?
Many students receive financial aid to help pay for college.  Families are expected to contribute to their student’s education, even if the contribution is a small one.  Most families use a combination of resources to help pay for college.  These include:
· Money they have saved over time
· A portion of their current income
· The student’s part-time or summer earnings
· Financial aid, including educational loans or pell grants
· Scholarship money
What is financial aid?
Student financial aid is money used to help pay for college expenses.  It is available from many sources and in many forms: grants, scholarships, work-study opportunities, loans, and other programs.  Grants and scholarships are “free money”, while loans must be paid back.  Financial aid can be used to pay for tuition and fees, books and supplies, and the living expenses associated with attending college.
Am I eligible to apply for financial aid?
You might be surprised to find out how much assistance you can receive, regardless of your family’s income level.  You won’t know unless you apply.
To apply for federal financial aid (grants, loans, work-study), you must meet the following requirements:
· Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen
· Have a valid Social Security number
· Have a high school diploma or GED
· Be accepted for admission by the university and enrolled in a degree or certification program
· Not be in default on any Title IV loan (Federal Perkins Loan or Federal Stafford Loan) or owe a refund or repayment on educational funds received at any institution
· Be registered with the Selective Service, if required
· Enroll in and maintain at least a half-time class load at and demonstrate satisfactory academic progress
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SCHOLARSHIP TIPS
1. Start early
2. Contact the financial aid office of the college(s) you are considering and ask them for information about their scholarships.
3. Don’t rule out a private college until you’ve seen their aid package.
4. Apply for local scholarships.  They may be smaller amounts but they are easier to get.
5. Be aware of deadlines.
6. Network.  Check for scholarship opportunities with your job, church, and other organizations that you are involved in.
7. Use the internet to locate scholarships.
8. Give teachers and counselors plenty of time to complete their part of the application.
9. Read and follow all instructions for scholarship application.
10. Submit a clean and neat application.
11. Have a teacher proof-read any essays on the application.



















SCHOLARSHIP & AID WEBSITES 
	Name
	Descriptions
	Website

	Achieve Alabama
	Includes college and private scholarships as well as scholarships available from businesses in Alabama
	www.achievealabama.org


	College Board
	Lists financial resources including customized scholarship search engine
	bigfuture.collegeboard.org

	College Net
	Scholarship contests and listing
	www.collegenet.com

	College Scholarships
	Scholarship searches by numerous criteria: state, major, interests, heritage
	http://www.collegescholarships.com/scholarships/search

	Fast Aid
	Free money for college
	www.fastaid.com

	Fast Web
	College and scholarship search
	http://www.fastweb.com/

	Federal Aid First
	Explains the difference between types of loans, includes details on completing the FAFSA
	www.federalstudetaid.ed.gov

	Federal Student Aid Website
	Various info. on federal student aid and colleges
	www.college.gov

	Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
	Government aid for college
	www.fafsa.ed.gov

	Free College Scholarships
	Help find money for college
	http://www.scholarships.com/main.aspx

	Go College
	Scholarship Search Engine
	http://www.gocollege.com/


	High Five Scholarships
	Scholarship matching service
	http://www.highfivescholarships.com/

	Merit Aid
	Free money for college
	www.meritaid.com


	QuestBridge
	Organization that connects low-income students with educational and scholarship opportunities
	http://www.questbridge.org/about-questbridge/our-programs


	Scholarship Owl
	Scholarship Search Engine
	www.scholarshipowl.com


	Scholarship X
	Extensive list of Scholarships
	http://www.naas.org/senior.htm

	Student Scholarships
	Search engine for College scholarships
	http://www.studentscholarships.org/

	The First Generation Student
	College searches, paying for college
	www.firstgenerationstudent.com

	The Lead Foundation
	List of free scholarships for minorities 
	http://www.theleadfoundation.org/Documents/200%20Free%20Scholarships%20For%20Minorities.pdf

	The Princeton Review
	Scholarship Search Engine
	http://www.princetonreview.com/scholarships-financial-aid.aspx



ACT VS. SAT
Both the ACT and the SAT are nationally administered standardized tests that help colleges evaluate candidates.  Most colleges and universities accept either test.  So as you begin to think about college and creating the best application package possible, your admissions plan should begin with the question, “Which test should I take?”  When weighing your options, keep in mind that there are differences in test structure and the type of content assessed.  Use the chart below to see which test makes the most of your strengths to help you determine which test might be best for you.
	

Test Length


Test Structure
    

        

         >>Reading
     

         
         >>Math
         
         >>Science
         
         >>Essay




Scoring



Wrong Answer       Penalty
	ACT
	SAT

	
	3 hours, 25 minutes
(including the 30-minute optional Writing Test)
	3 hours, 50 minutes
(including the 50 minutes for the Essay)

	
	4 Test Sections
(5 with the optional Writing Test):
English, Math, Reading, Science, 
Writing (optional)
	4 Test Sections:
Reading, Writing and Language, Math
Essay (optional)

	
	Reading Comprehension – 4 passages with 10 questions per passage

	Greater emphasis on the meaning of words in extended contexts and on how word choice shapes meaning, tone, and impact

	
	Arithmetic, algebra, geometry, algebra II, and trigonometry
	Algebra, geometry, and statistics

	
	Analysis, interpretation, evaluation, basic content, and problem solving
	Science not included

	
	Last thing you do (optional): 
30 minutes
Not included in composite score
	Last thing you do (optional): 
50 minutes
Not included in overall score

	
	Composite score of 1-36, based on average of scores from 4 tests
Plus optional Writing Test Score of 0-12
	Total score out of 400-1600, based on adding scores from 3 subjects;
Score of 2-8 for the Essay

	
	
No penalty for wrong answers
	
No penalty for wrong answers




ACT & SAT Test Dates
	Test Date
	Test
	Registration
	Late Registration
	Multiple Choice Scores Available

	August 29, 2020
	SAT & Subject Tests
	July 29, 2020*
	August 13, 2020*
	September 22, 2020*

	September 12, 2020*
	ACT
	August 7, 2020*
	August 21, 2020*
	September 22–October 6, 2020*

	September 26, 2020
	SAT
	August 26, 2020*
	September 13, 2020*
	October 9, 2020*

	October 3, 2020
	SAT & Subject Tests
	September 3, 2020*
	September 20, 2020*
	October 16–22, 2020*

	October 24, 2020*
	ACT
	September 20, 2020*
	October 4, 2020*
	November 3–17, 2020*

	November 7, 2020
	SAT & Subject Tests
	October 7, 2020*
	October 25, 2020*
	November 20–26, 2020*

	December 5, 2020
	SAT & Subject Tests
	November 5, 2020*
	November 23, 2020*
	December 18–24, 2020*

	December 12, 2020*
	ACT
	November 6, 2020*
	November 20, 2020*
	December 22, 2020– January 5, 2021*

	February 6, 2021*
	ACT
	January 8, 2021*
	January 15, 2021*
	February 16–March 1, 2021

	March 13, 2021
	SAT
	February 12, 2021*
	February 26, 2021*
	April 1, 2021*

	April 10, 2021*
	ACT
	March 5, 2021*
	March 19, 2021*
	April 20–May 4, 2021*

	May 8, 2021
	SAT & Subject Tests
	April 9, 2021*
	April 23, 2021*
	May 27, 2021*

	June 5, 2021
	SAT & Subject Tests
	May 7, 2021*
	May 21, 2021*
	June 24, 2021*

	June 12, 2021*
	ACT
	May 7, 2021*
	May 21, 2021*
	June 22–July 6, 2021*

	July 17, 2021*
	ACT (Not Offered in NY)
	June 11, 2021*
	June 25, 2021*
	July 27–August 10, 2021*
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INSTRUCTIONS FRO REGISTERING WITH NCAA
1. Go to https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
2. Create an account
3. Answer all the questions honestly and accurately
4. Our school code is 010-530
5. Make sure you have a credit card ready to use for the registration fee.
6. Log in to your Parchment account and request that your transcript be sent to the NCAA Clearing House.
7. Go to the ACT or SAT website and have any test scores sent directly to the NCAA if this was not done when registering for the test.
8. The NCAA code is 9999.
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MILITARY CAREER OPTIONS
Should I enter the Armed Services?
· All males who are at least 18 years old, who were born after December 31, 1959, and who are not currently on active duty with the armed forces must be registered with the Selective Service.
· The Armed Services are major employers in the nation.  They are also major sources of educational training and preparation for entry-level jobs.
· There are numerous job training opportunities in the military for both men and women.  If you would like to travel or earn good wages immediately, the military service may be for you.  Representatives from all the services are available to give you information about career training and/or educational opportunities.
· Recruiting officers of all branches of the Armed Services visit the high schools regularly.  You can seek additional information by visiting the recruiting offices in your area or by visiting their online websites.
· Seniors should consider learning about their specific abilities by taking the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB).  This test is administered once a year at Brookwood High School.  There is no cost to either the student or school district, nor does taking the test obligate the student to enlist.
· Special opportunities for job training are offered to enlisted personnel who meet the testing requirements for specific jobs that may be useful in later civilian life as well.  Additional courses are paid for when needed and the credits earned are an asset in future planning.
· All branches of the service offer educational assistance programs.











THE ARMED SERVICES VOCATIONAL APTITUDE BATTERY (ASVAB)
The ASVAB is a test used by the services to help with career counseling and job placement.  Here are some of the most commonly asked questions about the ASVAB:
1. What is the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery? The ASVAB is a group of twelve tests that measure your aptitude in five separated career field areas and provides an indication of your academic ability.  The tests are General Information, Numerical Operations, Attention to Detail, Word Knowledge, Arithmetic Reasoning, Space Perception, Mathematics Knowledge, Electronic Information, Mechanical Comprehension, General Science, Shop Information, and Automotive Information.  Your scores on these tests are combined into scores on the following composites: Verbal; Math; Perceptual Speed; Mechanical: Trade Technical; and Academic Ability.
2. Why should I take the ASVAB?  The ASVAB is the result of more than 35 years of military service research.  It was specifically designed to identify individual aptitudes.  If you are a senior trying to decide what to do after high schools, your test scores can help identify field worth exploring.  No matter what your age or inclination, the ASVAB can be valuable to you because it can tell you more about yourself.  The ASVAB is not a pass or fail test.  Your scores will only show how well you did in comparison to a representative sample of other students in the United States who took the same tests.  You have a lot to gain and nothing to lose when you take the ASVAB.
3. Do I incur any military obligation by taking the ASVAB? No, taking the ASVAB does not obligate you to the military in any way.  You are free to use your test results in whatever manner you wish.  Additionally, ASVAB results will not be used to enter your name in any draft registration system.  You have an option to sign a statement authorizing release of your test scores to representatives of all the military services; and, like the majority of high school students, if you are an upperclassman, a service representative will probably contact you sometime before you graduate.  You should expect this whether or not you ever take the ASVAB.









MILITARY RECRUITING STATIONS
US Marine Corps Recruiting
1241 McFarland Blvd E. Suite D-4
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
(205) 343-2195
www.marines.com
US Army Recruiting
1241 McFarland Blvd E. Suite D-1
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
(205) 343-2195
www.goarmy.com
US Naval Recruiting
1241 McFarland Blvd E. Suite D-3
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
(205) 758-7220
www.navy.com
US Air Force Recruiting
1241 McFarland Blvd E. Suite D-2
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
(205) 758-4353
www.airforce.com
US Coast Guard Recruiting
2933 Eastern Blvd.
Montgomery, AL 36116
(334) 279-4880
www.gocoastguard.com
National Guard Recruiting
1422 10th Ave.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
(256) 970-9931
www.nationalguard.com
2 | Page
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TUSCALOOSA COUNTY
School System

APPLICATION FOR ACCELERATED HIGH SCHOOL — COLLEGE CREDIT ONLY

Please Print

NAME: SSN:

SCHOOL: GRADE: GPA:
PRINCIPAL’S APPROVAL SIGNATURE: DATE:

ACCELERATED HIGH SCHOOL GENERAL INFORMATION
Opportunities exist for students who may benefit from enroliment in higher education institutions prior to
graduation from high school.
If approved for early admission, a student may enroll, with the permission of the principal, in college-level
courses that provide enrichment or accelerated learning.
In order to enroll in academic courses, the student must have an overall 3.0 GPA.
The student receives only college credit for courses taken through the accelerated high school program.

ACCELERATED HIGH SCHOOL AT BEVILL STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND SHELTON STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Both Bevill State Community College and Shelton State Community College offer eligible high school juniors and
seniors the chance to enroll in college classes concurrently with high school classes.

High school students will receive college credit only.

Students may enroll in the accelerated high school program at both Bevill State Community College and Shelton
State Community College the summer after successfully completing the tenth grade.

ACCELERATED HIGH SCHOOL/UA EARLY COLLEGE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
The University of Alabama offers eligible sophomores, juniors and seniors the chance to enroll in college classes
concurrently with high school classes.
High school students will receive college credit only.
Students may enroll in the accelerated high school program at UA Early College the summer after successfully
completing the ninth grade.

I would like to take the following courses for college credit only:

Institution Course(s) Semester Hours

Reason(s) for

requesting course(s):

STUDENT/PARENT

We understand if selected for participation in the accelerated high school program, that it is the responsibility of
the student/parent to register for the course(s) and to provide transportation and funding.

We understand that the college will bank the credit until a final transcript with a graduation date is received.

We understand all credits earned through this program are for college credit only; therefore, none of the grades
nor credits will appear on the high It is the student's/parent's responsibility to see that grades are reported to the
high school.

Signature of Student Signature of Parent

Revised March 7, 2016
K: Sec Instruc-Accelerated High School-March 2016
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SHELTON STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Academic Dual Enrollment Checklist

1. Have you completed these steps?

o

o ooao

‘math and English, current ACT scores in math and Engli

20
3.0

o

My signature below verifies all checkl

Complete online application Student ID number: S,
Submit current photo ID (Government issued)
Submit signature page

Submit unofficial transcr

icating GPA of 2.5 or higher

Course placement will be based on the student’s current high school grades in
, or Accuplacer test scores.

Signed Dual Enrollment Permission Form by high school
Email: dualenrollment@sheltonstate.edu or

Mail:  Shelton State Community College
9500 0ld Greensboro Road
Box 260
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

items and admissions process is complete. Incomplete or

late packets will not be considered.

Signature:

Date:
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SHELTON STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Career Technical Dual Enrollment Checklist

1. Have you completed these steps?

O Complete online application Student ID number: s

O submit current photo ID (Government ssued)

O submit signature page

O submit unofficial transcript indicating GPA of 2.0 o higher

O Course placement will be based on the student’s current high school grades in

‘math and English, current ACT scores in math and English, or Accuplacer test scores.

2. Have you met with your counselor?
O Signed Dual Enrollment Permission Form by high school

O career Assessment Evaluation:

Kuder Other

O Email: dualenroliment@sheltonstate.edu

O Mait  Shelton State Community College
9500 01d Greensboro Road
Box 260
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

My signature below verifies all checklist items and admissions process is complete. Incomplete o
Iate packets will ot be considered. Scholarship contingent upon funding.

Signature: Date:
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1. Complete the UA Early College online applica

« Complete the online application (with $40 nonrefundable application fes)

« DO use the application link called “Early College™

« DO use the UA Early College application tutorial, 50 you can see exactly how to complete the correct application
« DO NOT use the application link for *Distance Learning Programs”

2. Counselor Cover Memo and Transcript

« Open the Counselor Cover Memo
« Fill out the top portion of the Counselor Verification Cover Memo, and print the form
« Take the printed Counselor Verification Cover Memo to your high school counselor for his or her verification and signature
« Counselors may use the attached counselor memo and can submit the transcript either

by mail to UA Early College, Box 870365, Tuscaloosa, AL, 35487-0365

© by secure email to earlycollege@ccs.ua.edu

o using your electronic transcript provider

© by secure fax to 205-348-3165

3. Student Essay

After you complete the online application, use this link to submit the Student Essay (Suggested Browsers: Firefox or Safari) by
responding to the below prompt.

Compose a 400-word essay based on two of the following topics:

1. How will UA Early College help you achieve your college goals?
2. What skills and abilities do you possess for college study, and how will they make you successful as a UA Early College student?
3. Describe your academic achievements and how they have prepared you for college study.

Email: earlycollege@ua.edu

Call: 205-348-7083
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COVER MEMO FOR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT

Please complete the top portion and ask your high school
counselor/principal to include the Cover Memo with your

transcript.
Date
Student Full Name
Student Home Phone ( ) Student Cell Phone ( )
High School Name
High School Address
City, State Zip

For Counselor/Principal, | certify that the above named student:

= is currently attending our high school and is in good standing
» iseligible for application (high school sophomore, junior, or senior)

* has a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher (based on a 4.0 grading scale)

Student Cumulative High School GPA since 9" grade

Signature of Counselor or Principal

Title

Counselor/Principal Email Address

High School Phone ( ) EXT

Counselors may submit the official transcript in one of the following ways:

*  Mail to UA Early College, Box 870365, Tuscaloosa, AL, 35487-0365
*  Secure email scan to earlycollege@ccs.ua.edu
*  Using your electronic transcript provider

* Secure fax to 1-205-348-3165




image9.emf

image10.emf

image11.jpg
College Comparison Worksheet ACT

COLLEGE COMPARISON WORKSHEET

SIZE/LOCATION
-distance from home, enrollment
Physical size of campus

ENVIRONMENT
-type of school (2 yr. or 4 yr.), school setting (urban, rural)
-location and size of nearest city

-co-ed, male, female
-religious affiliation
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
-deadline

-tests required, including Writing Test
-average test scores, GPA, rank
-notification

ACADEMICS

-your major offered

-special requirements

-accreditation

-student-faculty ratio

-typical class size
COLLEGE EXPENSES
-tuition, room, and board
-estimated total budget
-application fee, deposits
FINANCIAL AID
-deadline

-required forms
-percent receiving aid,
HOUSING
-residence hall requirement
-food plan
FACILITIES
-academic, recreational, other
ACTIVITIES
-clubs, organizations, Greek life
-Athletics, intramurals, other
CAMPUS VISITS
-when

-special opportui

, scholarships
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FEDERAL STUDENT AID AT A GLANCE

WHAT is federal student aid?

Federal student aid comes from the federal government—
specifically, the U.S. Department of Education. It's money that
helps a student pay for higher education expenses (i.e., college,
career school, or graduate school expenses).

Federal student aid covers such expenses as tuition and fees,
room and board, books and supplies, and transportation.

There are three main categories of federal student aid: grants,
work-study funds, and loans. Check with your school’s financial
aid office to find out which programs the school participates in.

WHO gets federal student aid?
Some of the most basic eligibility requirements for students are
that you must

e demonstrate financial need (for most programs—to
learn more about financial need, visit
StudentAid.gov/how-calculated);

e bea U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;

* have a valid Social Security number;

*  be registered with Selective Service, if you're a male
(you must register between the ages of 18 and 25);

* be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible
degree or certificate program;

e beenrolled at least half-time (for most programs);

* maintain satisfactory academic progress in college,
career school, or graduate school; and

e show you're qualified to obtain a college or career
school education by
= having a high school diploma or a state-recognized

equivalent (for example, the General Educational
Development [GED] certificate);

completing a high school education in a home-school
setting approved under state law; or

enrolling in an eligible career pathways program.

See the full list of eligibility requirements
at StudentAid.gov/eligibility.

Federal
Student
Aid

HAVE QUESTIONS?

FROLD SRONSORal Contact or visit the following:

the AMERICAN MIND ®

* studentaid@ed.gov.

Page 1 of 2

2020-21

HOW do you apply for federal student aid?
1. To apply for federal student aid, you must complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form at fafsa.
gov. The FAFSA® form is available every Oct. 1 for the
next school year. If you plan to attend college from July 1,
2020-June 30, 2021, submit a 2020-21 FAFSA® form.
Fill it out as soon as possible to meet school and state
deadlines. Schools and states often use FAFSA® information
to award nonfederal aid, but their deadlines vary.
Check with the schools that you're interested in for their
deadlines, and find state and federal FAFSA® deadlines at
StudentAid.gov/fafsa#deadlines.

2. Students and parents are required to use an FSA ID (a
username and password combination) to sign their FAFSA®
form online and to access information about their financial
aid on U.S. Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID
is used to confirm your identity and electronically sign your
federal student aid documents. Your FSA ID has the same
legal status as a written signature. Don't give your FSA ID
to anyone or allow anyone to create an FSA ID for you. To
create an FSA ID, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid.

3. After you apply, you'll receive a Student Aid Report, or
SAR. Your SAR contains the information reported on your
FAFSA form and usually includes your Expected Family
Contribution (EFC). The EFC is a number (not a dollar
amount) used to determine your eligibility for federal
student aid. Review your SAR information to make sure it's
correct. The school(s) you list on your FAFSA® form will get
your SAR data electronically.

4. Contact the schools you might attend. Make sure the
financial aid office at each school you're interested in has
all the information needed to determine your eligibility. If
you're eligible, each school’s financial aid office will send
you an aid offer showing the amount and types of aid (from
all sources) the school will offer you. You can compare the
aid offers you received and see which school is the most
affordable once financial aid is taken into account.

Completing and submitting the FAFSA® form is free and quick,
and it gives you access to the largest sources of financial aid

to pay for college or career school—federal, state, and school
sources. If you need a print-out of the FAFSA® PDF, call
1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) or 334-523-2691 (TTY for
the deaf or hard of hearing 1-800-730-8913).

243) toll-free
the deaf

* 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433
* 1-800-730-8913 (toll-free TTY
or hard of hearing)

| aid office
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FEDERAL STUDENT AID AT A GLANCE

Program and Type of Aid

Program Information

Annual Award Amount

(subject to change)

Federal Pell Grant

Grant: does not have to be repaid

For undergraduates with financial need who have not earned bachelor’s or
professional degrees. For details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/pell-grant.

Amounts can change annually. For
2019-20 (July 1, 2019, to June 30,
2020), the award amount is up to
$6,195.

Federal Supplemental Educational | For undergraduates with exceptional financial need; Federal Pell Grant recipients | Up to $4,000.
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) take priority; funds depend on availability at school.
Grant: does not have to be repaid | For details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/fseog.
Teacher Education Assistance For undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, and graduate students who are Up to $4,000.

for College and Higher Education
(TEACH) Grant

Grant: does not have to be repaid
unless converted to a Direct
Unsubsidized Loan for failure

to carry out teaching service
obligation as promised

completing or plan to complete course work needed to begin a career in teaching.
To receive a TEACH Grant, a student must agree to teach for four years in a
high-need field at an elementary school, secondary school, or educational service
agency that serves low-income families.

If a student doesn't complete the teaching service requirement, all TEACH Grants
the student received will be converted to a Direct Unsubsidized Loan that must be
repaid, with interest. For details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/teach.

Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant

Grant: does not have to be repaid

For undergraduate students who are not Pell-eligible and whose parent or
guardian died as a result of military service in Iraq or Afghanistan after the events
of 9/11. For details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/irag-afghanistan.

The grant award can be equal to the
maximum Federal Pell Grant amount
(see above) but cannot exceed your

cost of attending school.

Federal Work-Study

Work-Study: money is earned
through a job and doesn't have to
be repaid

For undergraduate and graduate students; part-time jobs can be on campus or
off campus. Money is earned while attending school.

Your total work-study award depends on
= when you apply,
* your level of financial need, and
* your school's funding level.

For details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/workstudy.

No annual minimum or maximum
amounts.

Direct Subsidized Loan

Loan: must be repaid with interest

For undergraduate students who have financial need; U.S. Department of
Education generally pays interest while the student is in school and during certain
other periods; a student must be enrolled at least half-time.

Interest rates for new Direct Subsidized Loans can change every year. Loans
made to undergraduate students during the 2019-20 award year have the rate
fixed at 4.53% for the life of the loan.

Up to $5,500 depending on grade
level and dependency status.

For details and updates, visit
StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan

Loan: must be repaid with interest

For undergraduate and graduate or professional students; the borrower is
responsible for interest during all periods; a student must be enrolled at least half-
time; financial need is not required.

For undergraduate students: Interest rates for new Direct Unsubsidized Loans can
change every year. Loans made to undergraduate students during the 2019-20
award year have the rate fixed at 4.53% for the life of the loan.

For graduate or professional students: Interest rates for new Direct Unsubsidized
Loans can change every year. Loans made to graduate or professional students
during the 2019-20 award year have the rate fixed at 6.08% for the life of the loan.

Up to $20,500 (less any subsidized
amounts received for same period),
depending on grade level and
dependency status.

For details and updates, visit
StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub.

Direct PLUS Loan

Loan: must be repaid with interest

For parents of dependent undergraduate students and for graduate or
professional students; the borrower is responsible for interest during all periods;
a student must be enrolled at least half-time; financial need is not required; the
borrower must not have an adverse credit history.

Interest rates for new Direct PLUS Loans can change every year. Loans made
during the 2019-20 award year have the rate fixed at 7.08% for the life of the
loan.

Maximum amount is the cost of
attendance minus any other financial
aid received.

For details and updates, visit
StudentAid.gov/plus.

Page 2 of 2

2020-21

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR MORE SOURCES OF FREE MONEY?

Try StudentAid.gov/scholarships for tips on where to look and for & link to a free online scholarship search
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The Guide to Federal Student Aid 201819

DO YOU NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE?

This publication provides basic information on federal student aid to help you pay for college or career school.

What is federal student aid?

It's money from the federal government—specifically,
the U.S. Department of Education—that helps you pay
for college, career school, or graduate school expenses.
Federal student aid is available through grants, work-
study, and loans every year.

Who gets federal student aid?

Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements
can get some type of federal student aid, regardless of age
or family income. If you are a student, some of the most
basic eligibility requirements are that you must

¢ demonstrate financial need (for most programs);

John Fedele/G

* be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;

STU D E NTA I D L G V e have a valid Social Security number;

* be registered with Selective Service if you're a male
between the ages of 18 and 25;

* be enrolled or accepted for enroliment in an eligible
degree or certificate program;

e be enrolled at least half-time (for most programs);

* maintain satisfactory academic progress in college,
career school, or graduate school;

| e d e r a | * sign the certification statement on the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form stating that
= you are not in default on a federal student loan and
u e n do not owe money on a federal student grant, and
= you will use federal student aid only for educational

a
purposes; and
A I d  show you're qualified to obtain a college or career

school education by

An OFFICE of the = having a high school diploma or a General

U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION Educational Development (GED) certificate or a
S — e e state-recognized equivalent; or

PROUD SPONSOR of = completing a high school education in a home-
the AMERICAN MIND @ school setting approved under state law; or

= enrolling in an eligible career pathways program.

Find more details about eligibility requirements at
StudentAid.gov/eligibility.
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Creating and Using the FSA ID

What's an FSA ID?

The FSA ID is a username and password you use to log in to certain U.S. Department of Education websites,
including fafsa.gov, StudentAid.gov, and StudentLoans.gov. The FSA ID is your legal signature and
shouldn't be created or used by anyone other than you—not even your parent, your child, a school official, or
a loan company representative. You'll use your FSA ID every year you fill out a Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form and for the lifetime of your federal student loans.

How do | get an FSA ID?

Visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid to create an FSA ID. You'll need your Social Security number, full name, and date
of birth. You'll also need to create a memorable username and password, and provide answers to some
challenge questions so you can retrieve your account information if you forget it.

We strongly recommend that you provide a mobile phone number and email address when you make your
FSA ID. Providing a mobile phone number and/or email address that you have access to will make it easier to
unlock your account, retrieve your forgotten username, or reset your forgotten password.

Important: An email address and mobile phone number cannot be used with more than one FSA ID. If you
share an email address with someone else, then only one of you will be able to use that email address to
create an FSA ID. This applies to your mobile phone number too.

FSA ID Tips

¢ One of your parents might need an FSA ID as well. If you need to provide information about your parents
on the FAFSA® form, one of your parents will have to sign the form. Your parent can create an FSA ID and
then sign the FAFSA form electronically using that FSA ID. Not sure whether you'll need to put your
parents’ information on the FAFSA form? Check out StudentAid.gov/dependency. Remember: You
should create your own FSA ID and your parent should create his or her own FSA ID. Also, make sure to
use the correct FSA ID when signing the FAFSA form electronically.

* When you first create your FSA ID, all you'll be able to use your FSA ID for is to complete, sign, and submit
an original (first-time) FAFSA form. You'll have to wait one to three days for your information to be
confirmed by the Social Security Administration (SSA) before you can use your FSA ID for other actions,
such as submitting a Renewal FAFSA form or signing a Master Promissory Note. If you provided an email
address, then you'll receive an email letting you know that your information was successfully matched with
the SSA and you can use your FSA ID for all of its purposes.

o If you forget your FSA ID username and password, look for links, such as “Forgot My Username” and
“Forgot My Password,” at the log-in pages of our websites. These links will direct you to web pages where
you can request a secure code to be texted to your verified mobile phone number or emailed to your
verified email address. The secure code will allow you to retrieve your username or reset your password.
You can also retrieve your username or reset your password by successfully answering your challenge
questions.

Learn more about the FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/fsaid. Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources.

May 2017

FederalStudent Aid  rouw sronsor

the AMERICAN MIND “
An OFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Financial aid is a complicated topic, so finding your way through the process can be

challenging. But we've got resources to help.

Topic

Resource

FAFSA

FAFSA

Fill out the FAFSA

www.fafsa.gov

Basic FAFSA info: what is it and how do you fill it out

StudentAid.gov/fafsa and
StudentAid.gov/complete

Dependency status for FAFSA purposes

StudentAid.gov/dependency

Determining which parent’s info to report on the FAFSA

StudentAid.gov/fafsa-parent

How aid is calculated (including link to detailed EFC info)

StudentAid.gov/how-calculated

Types of Aid/Getting Aid

Types of Aid/Getting Aid

Types of financial aid

StudentAid.gov/types

Who can get federal student aid

StudentAid.gov/eligibility

Pell Lifetime Eligibility Used

StudentAid.gov/pell-limit

Finding and applying for scholarships

StudentAid.gov/scholarships

Loan interest rates and fees

StudentAid.gov/interest

Aid for military families

StudentAid.gov/military

Avoiding financial aid scams

StudentAid.gov/scams

Repaying Loans

Repaying Loans

Loan repayment

StudentAid.gov/repay

Repayment Estimator (helps you compare repayment plans)

StudentAid.gov/repayment-estimator

Pay As You Earn

StudentAid.gov/PayAsYouEarn

Public Service Loan Forgiveness

StudentAid.gov/publicservice

Loan forgiveness in general

StudentAid.gov/forgiveness

Loan forgiveness for teachers

StudentAid.gov/teach-forgive

Preparing for College

Preparing for College

College Preparation Checklist: checklists for academic and
financial preparation, for elementary school through adult
students

StudentAid.gov/checklist

Why go to college (education and pay/unemployment rates)

StudentAid.gov/whycollege

Middle school preparation

StudentAid.gov/early

Special Audiences

Special Audiences

Info for parents (tax benefits, support your child, college costs)

StudentAid.gov/parent

Graduate school funding

StudentAid.gov/grad

Going to college in another country

StudentAid.gov/international

Publications

Publications

Fact sheets, infographics, brochures on all topics

StudentAid.gov/resources

Publication: Do You Need Money for College—Federal Student
Aid at a Glance

StudentAid.gov/needmoney

Publication: Funding Your Education

StudentAid.gov/funding

Social Media

Social Media

@FAFSA Twitter feed

www.twitter.com/FAFSA

Federal Student Aid YouTube channel

www.YouTube.com/FederalStudentAid

Federal Student Aid Facebook page

www.Facebook.com/FederalStudentAid
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"ACT

Fee Waiver Eligibility Requirements 2019-2020

Everyone has the potential to learn. A student’s family income should

not determine his or her educational or career opportunities. During the
2019-2020 school year, ACT will again offer the ACT® test fee waiver program
to eligible students.

ACT encourages schools/agencies to emphasize to students the importance
of sitting for the test. Since funds are limited, when students do not follow
through to test, they not only miss a valuable opportunity, but could prevent
other students from testing.

Eligibility Requirements
Each student who receives an ACT Fee Waiver must meet ALL eligibility
requirements:
1. Be currently enrolled in high school in the Tith or 12th grade.
2, Be testing in the United States, US territories, or Puerto Rico.
3, Meet one or more of the indicators of economic need listed below:
« Enrolled in a federal free or reduced-price lunch program at school,

based on US Department of Agriculture (USDA) income levels (see table).

+ Enrolled in a program for the economically disadvantaged {for example,
a federally funded program such as GEAR UP or Upward Bound).
Note: If the student participates in a program, but is not economically
disadvantaged, they are not eligible for a fee waiver.

+ Resides in a foster home, is @ ward of the state, or is homeless

« Family receives low-income public assistance or lives in federally

subsidized public housing.

Family's total annual income s at or below USDA levels for free or

teduced-price lunches on the USDA Food and Nutrition Service website.

USDA Food and Nutrition Service

Visit the USDA Foad and Nutrition Service website (https:fwww.fns.
usda.govfschool-mealsfincome-eligibility-guidelines) to access the
most current income eligibility guidelines.

Note: Eligibility guidelines for the applicable school year were not
available at the time this document was published.

Audits

In order to serve as many economically disadvantaged students as
possible, only students who meet the eligibility requirements outlined

in this document and on the fee waiver form are eligible for an ACT Fee
Waiver. ACT may audit school and agency compliance with fee waiver
requirements. In doing so, ACT may request written evidence of student
eligibility. Ineligible students may be bifled, and noncompliant schools/
agencies may be denied additional walvers. Note: High no-show rates may
indlicate inappropriate distribution of waivers and may result in an audit.

What the ACT Fee Waiver Covers

An ACT Fee Waiver covers the registration and late fees for either the ACT (no
writing) or the ACT with writing. The waiver covers one report to a student's
high school and up to six college choices (at the time he or she registers).
After registration, the student can request up to an additional 20 regular score
reports for free. Waivers may NOT be used to pay for any additional fees,
prodlcts, or services.

Additional Benefits for Students

* Access to Test Prep Tools

Students registering with a fee waiver will also receive free access to ACT*

Rapid Review™—All Access and ACT? Online Prep™.

- Students registering with a fee waiver online or via phone will have ACT
Rapid Review—All Access and ACT Online Prep automatically added to
their order at no cost.

- Students who do not register online will need to create a student
account with the ACT ID provided on the admission ticket. Once the
account is created, the order will automatically be processed.

Note: All students will receive an email with their fogin information.

Request for Waiver or Deferral of College Admission Application Fee

ACT offers a Request for Waiver or Deferral of College Admission Application

Fee form for students that qualify for an ACT Fee Waiver. Please complete

this form for students to use as part of their application process. The form is

available at www.act.orgfthe-act/resources.

Usage Restriction

Eligible students may use a maximum of TWOQ separate ACT Fee Waivers.
Additional waivers for a student will be denied, and the student will be billed.
The walver is used once the student registers, or submits a standby request,
even if the student does not test on the requested test date. (Such students may
request a test date change and pay the associated fee.) For a current list of fees,
Visit www.actstudent.org.

See reverse for Fee Waiver Procedures
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ACT

Fee Waiver Procedures 2019-2020

Submitting Forms

Fee waivers are valid through August 31 each year.

Only current, official ACT Fee Waivers may be used

Altered, photocopied, or obsalete forms and requests on letterhead will
NOT be accepted.

Each waiver has a serial number printed in the top-right comner.
Instructions for submitting the serial number online can be found under
“How to Apply this Fee Waiver."

Students registering online (www.actstudent.org) must pay any fees not

covered by the walver with a credit card before submitting the registration.

Each regquest is valid only if it is properly completed and personally signed
by both the student and a school/agency official.

Distributing Forms

ACT Fee Waivers are available to high schools, active Upward Bound projects,
and qualifying not-for-profit assistance organizations. Officials who identify
eligible students may contact ACT to order fee waivers. Fee waiver forms are
normally delivered within ten working days of receiving the order.

Please monitor your fee waiver quantities. Reorder only if needed prior to the
registration period for each test date.

To order or reorder fee waivers, please visit www.actorg/the-act/
supportmaterials,

If you have any questions about placing an order, please contact ACT
Customer Care at 319.3371320.

©2019 by ACT, Inc. All rights reserved.  WV00002€30229

Advising Eligible Students

As you identify eligible students and assist them with using the ACT Fee
Waiver, please keep the following tips in mind:

+ Encourage students to:

1. Register well enough in advance to allow for maximum prep time.
Once registration is complete, your student will have time to benefit
from the features in Rapid Review—All Access which includes five,
onfine instruction from expert instructors and more than 20 hours of
on-demand video.

Follow through and test.

Please emphasize to students who register with 3 fee waiver the
importance of sitting for the ACT. ACT has noted a higher-than-
expected number of fee-waiver-eligible students who register but
then do not test. When students do not test, they not only miss a
valuable opportunity but may also prevent other students from testing
at that center. Help motivate students by encouraging them to visit
mysuccess.act.org for inspiring stories about achieving success.

What happens when a student does not test?

Except for standby students denied admission, please advise fee

walver students who do not test to reschedule for 3 later ACT test date.
Rescheduling will allow ther to “reapply” the fee waiver to the new test
date and rmay encourage thern to follow through and test. Please note that
the student will need to pay the test date change fee. Students who choose
not to reschedule can register for another test date with their second fee
waiver if it has not already been used.

Please discourage students from using two fee waivers simply to register
twice—they do not receive the full benefits of their waivers unless they
actually test

Use the Request for Waiver or Deferral of College Admission Application
Fee Form

There is no limit to how many times a student can use this form when
applying to schools. Have students send the completed form along with
their college application. Colleges and universities may consider the
request but are not obligated to waive or defer their admission fees for any
particular applicants.

P

See reverse for Fee Waiver Eligibility Requirements
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Division I Initial-Eligibility Standards
Frequently Asked Questions

College-bound student-athletes must meet a core-course progression requirement to be eligible to
compete in the initial year of full-time enrollment at an NCAA Division | school. Students who do not
meet this new requirement will not be able to compete in the first year of enrollment at an NCAA
Division | school.

The following questions and answers are designed to assist students, parents and high school administrators in
applying the requirements.

CORE-COURSE PROGRESSION (10/7) REQUIREMENT

What is the core-course progression (10/7) requirement? In order to be eligible to compete during the initial year
of full-time enrollment, students must complete 16 core courses. Ten of the 16 core courses must be completed
before the seventh semester (senior year) of high school and at least seven of these 10 core courses must be in
English, math, or science. Grades achieved in such courses must be used in the student's academic certification and
cannot be replaced by courses or grades achieved after starting the seventh semester.

*Note: students must also meet the Division | sliding-scale index for competition (minimum 2.300 core-course GPA).

Are students with a documented Education-Impacting Disability (EID) required to meet the 2016 standards for
competition, including the core-course progression requirement? Yes. Note that current accommodations
(courses for students with an EID, nonstandard ACT or SAT, three additional core-course units after on-time
graduation) are still available under the 2016 standards.

How will the start of the seventh semester be determined for schools on a nontraditional calendar? The start of
the seventh semester (or the equivalent) will be based on three calendar years from initial enroliment in grade nine.

If a student has two (or more) courses with the same grade, why was Course 1 used to meet the core-course
progression (10/7) requirement and Course 2 was not? The academic certification program uses the best 10 core
courses that meet the core-course progression (10/7) requirement. If two core courses have the same grade, the
academic certification process randomly selects one of the core courses, but this may be adjusted at the time of final
certification, if necessary. It may also provide the student the opportunity to retake a course should he or she have
more than 10 core courses after the start of the seventh semester.

If a student meets the core-course progression (10/7) requirement, can a core course retaken after the start of
the seventh semester still be used to determine eligibility for competition? Yes, provided it is not duplicative of
another core course needed to meet the core-course progression (10/7) requirement. For example, if a student
initially takes Geometry in grade 10 and retakes Geometry in grade 12, the retake would only be used for competition
purposes if the grade 10 Geometry course is not needed to meet the core-course progression (10/7) requirement.

Can more than 16 core-course units (i.e., 16.01 to 16.99) be used in a student's final academic certification
for competition purposes? Yes, provided partial credit (e.g., 0.25, 0.34, 0.5, 0.67) is necessary to meet core-course
distribution requirements. However, additional core-course units beyond 16 are not permitted outside of the partial
credit scenario.
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Division | Academic Requirements

College-bound student-athletes will need to meet the following academic requirements to

practice, receive athletics scholarships, and/or compete during their first year.

Core-Course Requirement

Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

4 years of English

3 years of math (Algebra | or higher)

2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if offered)

1 year of additional English, math or natural/physical science
2 years of social science

4 years of additional courses (any area above, foreign language or comparative
religion/philosophy)

Full Qualifier Academic Redshirt

o Complete 16 core courses:

e Complete 16 core courses
Ten of the 16 core courses must be

completed before the seventh semester

(senior year) of high school

Seven of the 10 core courses must be in

English, math, or science

e Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.300 e Earn a core-course GPA of at least
2.000
o Earn the ACT/SAT score matching your core- e Earn the ACT/SAT score matching
course GPA on the Division | sliding scale (see your core-course GPA on the Division
back page) | sliding scale (see back page)
e Graduate high school e Graduate high school

Full Qualifier: College-bound student-athletes may practice, compete and receive athletics scholarship
during their first year of enroliment at an NCAA Division | school.

Academic Redshirt: College-bound student-athletes may receive athletics scholarships during their first
year of enroliment and may practice during their first regular academic term but may NOT compete during
their first year of enroliment.

Nongualifier: College-bound student-athletes cannot practice, receive athletics scholarships or compete
during their first year of enrollment at an NCAA Division | school.

Updated: January 12, 2016

Page 1 of 2
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Test Scores

When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA
Eligibility Center code of 9999 so your scores are sent
directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing
agency. Test scores on transcripts will not be used in
your academic certification.

A combined SAT score is calculated by adding reading
and math subscores. An ACT sum score is calculated by
adding English, math, reading and science subscores.
You may take the SAT or ACT an unlimited number of
times before you enroll full time in college. If you take
either test more than once, the best sub score from
different tests are used to meet initial eligibility
requirements.

If you take the current SAT before March 2016 and then
take the redesigned SAT at a later date, the NCAA
Eligibility Center will not combine section scores from
the current and redesigned SAT when determining your
initial eligibility. The NCAA Eligibility Center will only
combine section scores from the same version of the
test. Because the redesigned SAT varies in design and
measures different academic concepts than the current
SAT, a numerical score on the current test may not be
equivalent to the same numerical score on the
redesigned test.

Updated: January 12, 2016

DIVISION |
FULL QUALIFER SLIDING SCALE
Core GPA SAT ACT Sum
Reading/Math
3.525 410 38
3.500 420 39
3.475 430 40
3450 440 41
3.425 450 41
3.400 460 42
3.375 470 42
3.350 480 43
3.325 490 44
3.300 500 44
3.275 510 45
3.250 520 46
3.225 530 46
3.200 540 47
3175 550 47
3150 560 48
3.125 570 49
3.100 580 49
3.075 590 50
3.050 600 50
3.025 610 51
3.000 620 52
2.975 630 52
2.950 640 53
2.925 650 53
2.900 660 54
2875 670 55
2.850 680 56
2.825 690 56
2.800 700 57
2775 710 58
2.750 720 59
2725 730 60
2.700 740 61
2675 750 61
2.650 760 62
2625 770 63
2.600 780 64
2,575 790 65
2.550 800 66
2,525 810 67
2.500 820 68
2475 830 69
2.450 840 70
2425 850 70
2400 860 7
2375 870 72
2.350 880 73
2325 890 74
2.300 900 75
2299 910 76
= 2.275 910 76
© 2.250 920 77
H 2225 930 78
o 2.200 940 79
u 2176 950 80
o 2.150 960 81
s 2125 970 82
i 2.100 980 83
] 2075 950 84
B} 2.050 1000 85
2.026 1010 86
2.000 1020 86

Page 2 of 2
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Division Il Academic Requirements

College-bound student-athletes enrolling at an NCAA Division Il school need to meet the
following academic rules to practice, compete and receive athletics scholarships during their
first year.

Core-Course Requirement
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:
3 years of English
2 years of math (Algebra | or higher)
2 years of natural or physical science (including one year of lab science if offered)
2 years of social science
3 additional years of English, math or natural or physical science
4 additional years of English, math, natural or physical science, social science,
foreign language, comparative religion or philosophy

Full Qualifier Partial Qualifier

Complete 16 core courses Complete 16 core courses

Earn a core-course GPA of at least ° Earn a core-course GPA of at least
2.000 | 2.000
° Earn an SAT combined score of at : OR
least 820 or an ACT sum score of at { ° Earn an SAT combined score of at
least 68 | least 820 or an ACT sum score of at
o Graduate high school ' least 68

Juire Graduate high school

Full Qualifier: College-bound student-athletes may practice, compete and receive athletics
scholarship during their first year of enrollment at an NCAA Division Il school.

Partial Qualifier: College-bound student-athletes may receive athletics scholarships during their
first year of enrollment and may practice during their first regular academic term but may NOT
compete during their first year of enroliment.

Nongqualifier: College-bound student-athletes may not practice, compete or receive athletics
scholarships during their first year of enrollment at an NCAA Division Il school.

Test Scores

If you take the current SAT before March 2016 and then take the redesigned SAT at a later date,
the NCAA Eligibility Center will not combine section scores from the current and redesigned SAT
when determining your initial eligibility. The NCAA Eligibility Center will only combine section scores
from the same version of the test. Because the redesigned SAT varies in design and measures
different academic concepts than the current SAT, a numerical score on the current test may not
be equivalent to the same numerical score on the redesigned test.

Page 1 of 1

Updated January 8, 2016
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coner As You Consider Colleges

Athletics
What positions will | play on your team?
Itis not always obvious. Most coaches want to be flexible, so you might not receive a definite answer.

What other players may be competing at the same position?
The response could give you an idea of when you can expect to be a starter.

Will | be redshirted my first year?
The school's policy on redshirting may impact you both athletically and academically.

What expectations do you have for training and conditioning?
This will reveal the college or university's commitment to a training and conditioning program.

How would you best describe your coaching style?
Every coach has a particular style that involves different motivational techniques and discipline. You need
to know if a coach's teaching style matches your learning style.

When does the head coach's contract end? How long does the coach intend to stay?
The answer could be helpful. Do not make any assumptions about how long a coach will be at a school. If
the coach leaves, does this change your mind about the school/program?

What are preferred, invited and uninvited walk-on situations? How many do you expect to
compete? How many earn a scholarship?
Situations vary from school to school.

Who else are you recruiting for my position?
Coaches may consider other student-athletes for every position,

/s medical insurance required for my participation? Is it provided by the college?
You may be required to provide proof of insurance.

/f1am seriously injured while competing, who is responsible for my medical expenses?
Different colleges have different policies.

What happens if | want to transfer to another school?

You may not transfer without the permission of your current school's athletics administration. Ask how
often coaches grant this privilege and ask for an example of a situation in which permission was not
granted.

What other factors should | consider when choosing a college?

Be realistic about your athletics ability and the type of athletics experience you would enjoy. Some
student-athletes want to be part of a particular athletics program, even if that means little or no playing
time. Other considerations include coaching staff and style. Of course, the ideal is to choose a college or
university that will provide you with both the educational and athletics opportunities you want,
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Academics

How good is the department in my major? How many students are in the department? What
credentials do faculty members hold? What are graduates of the program doing after school?

What percentage of players on scholarship graduate?
The response will suggest the school's commitment to academics. You might want to ask two follow-up

questions:
1. What percentage of incoming students eventually graduate?
2 What is the current team's grade-point average?

What academic support programs are available to student-athletes?
Look for a college that will help you become a better student.

If | have a diagnosed and documented disability, what kind of academic services are available?
Special academic services may help you achieve your academic goals.

How many credit hours should | take in season and out of season?
It is important to determine how many credit hours are required for your degree and what pace you will
follow to obtain that degree.

Are there restrictions in scheduling classes around practice?
NCAA rules prevent you from missing class for practice.

Is summer school available? If| need to take summer school, will it be paid for by the college?
You may need to take summer school to meet academic and/or graduation requirements.

College Life

What is a typical day for a student-athlete?
The answer will give you a good idea of how much time is spent in class, practice, study and travel. it also
will give you a good indication of what coaches expect.

What are the residence halls like?

The response should give you a hint of how comfortable you would be in your room, study areas,
community bathrooms and at the laundry facilities. Also ask about the number of students in a room, co-
ed dorms and the rules governing life in the residence halls.

Must student-athletes live on campus?
If “yes,” ask about exceptions.
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inancial Aid

How much financial aid is available for both the academic year and summer school? What does your
scholarship cover?

How long does my scholarship last?
Most people think a “full ride” is good for four years, but athletics financial aid is available on a one-year,
renewable basis.

What are my opportunities for employment while | am a student?
Find out if you can be employed in season, out of season or during vacation periods.

Exactly how much will the athletics scholarship be? What will and will not be covered?

It is important to understand what college expenses your family is responsible for so you can arrange to
pay those. Educational expenses can be paid with student loans and government grants, but it takes time
to apply for them. Find out early so you can get something lined up.

Am | eligible for additional financial aid? Are there any restrictions?

Sometimes a student-athlete cannot accept a certain type of scholarship because of NCAA limitations. If
you will be receiving other scholarships, let the coach and financial aid officer know so they can determine
if you may accept additional dollars.

Who is financially responsible if | am injured while competing?
You need to understand your financial obligations if you suffer an injury while participating in athletics.

Under what circumstances would my scholarship be reduced or canceled?

Coaches should be able to give you some idea of how players are evaluated from year to year and how
these decisions are made. The college or university may have a policy governing renewal of athletics aid.
Ask if such a policy exists and read it.

Are there academic criteria tied to maintaining the scholarship?
Some colleges or universities add academic requirements to scholarships (e.g., minimum grade-point
average).

What scholarship money is available after eligibility is exhausted to help me complete m )y degree?

It may take longer than four years to complete a college degree program. Some colleges assist student-
athletes financially as they complete their degrees. Ask how such aid is awarded. You may have to work
with the team or in the athletics department to qualify for this aid.

What scholarship money is available if | suffer an athletics career-ending injury?
Not every institution continues to provide an athletics scholarship to a student-athlete who can no longer
compete because of a career-ending injury.

Will my scholarship be maintained if there is a change in coaches?
A coach may not be able to answer this, but the athletics director may.

NCAA-EC/6/15/10/crr
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